
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Open and Affirming Sunday 
June 28, 2020 
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WELCOME 
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United 
Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our 
church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here. 



 

 

Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud 

Psalm for Meditation: Psalm 13 (NRSV) 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord, 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 
Quote for Meditation:  
“When our church voted on becoming officially affirming, there was not one dissenting vote on council. 
Meanwhile queer folk feeling more invited by the action than ever continued to arrive. One said, ‘It’s not 
enough to say your church is open or affirming. Before we were willing to walk in the door we wanted to see 
the church risk at least as much as we did by coming here.’”  
–Rev. Cheri DiNovo, Qu(e)erying Evangelism: Growing a Community from the Outside In 
 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 

INTRODUCTION OF ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE           Dan De Leon 
 

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Season after Pentecost, also called Kingdomtide, Dominiontide, or Ordinary Time, begins the day after 
Pentecost and ends the day before the First Sunday of Advent. Regardless of the name given to this season, 
its basic color is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. In most churches, the general theme of the Bible 
readings and sermons concerns Jesus’ ministry the church’s mission in the world. 
. 



CALL TO WORSHIP         Dan De Leon, Trent Williams, Chris Hoffman 
One: We are part of the Church universal—faithful people 

of every color, gender identity, social class, sexual orientation, age and ability, 
  gathered virtually as one in the Spirit to love and serve God. 

One: We are an Open & Affirming church. 
  Together, let us worship God, rejoicing in the good news 
  which we celebrate this day! 

All: There is a place in God’s heart, there is a place at Christ’s table, 
  there is a place here, in this congregation, for all people— 
  lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and straight! 

One: Christ who gathers us calls us to follow in the ways of love and justice. 
All: May our hearts be open to Christ’s leading in our worship 

  and in our living, this day and always.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN — We Are the Church Alive 

 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION                            Dan De Leon 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                 Noe Cárdenas & Victor Sánchez 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                       Trent Williams 

“This Little Light of Mine” 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, (oh let it shine!) 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE                      Trent Williams  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
Many:  And also with you! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE — Venimos (We Come)  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS            Trent Williams  
 
 



GOSPEL READING — Matthew 10:40-42 (NRSV)             Noe Cárdenas & Victor Sánchez 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and 
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 
none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC — Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (Prayer of St. Francis) - Sebastian Temple,  
                      arranged by Mark Hayes 

                      Chris Hoffman, tenor 
 

GOSPEL READING — Mark 3:7-19 (CEB)                         Dan De Leon 
Jesus left with his disciples and went to the lake. A large crowd followed him because they had heard what he 
was doing. They were from Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the area surrounding 
Tyre and Sidon. Jesus told his disciples to get a small boat ready for him so the crowd wouldn’t crush him. He 
had healed so many people that everyone who was sick pushed forward so that they could touch him. 
Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down at his feet and shouted, “You are God’s Son!” But he strictly 
ordered them not to reveal who he was. 
Jesus went up on a mountain and called those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve and 
called them apostles. He appointed them to be with him, to be sent out to preach, and to have authority to 
throw out demons. He appointed twelve: Peter, a name he gave Simon; James and John, Zebedee’s sons, 
whom he nicknamed Boanerges, which means “sons of Thunder”; and Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew; 
Matthew; Thomas; James, Alphaeus’ son; Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean; and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
Jesus. 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
 All:  God is still speaking. Thanks be to God.  
 
THE MESSAGE                    Dan De Leon 
 

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 

INVITATION TO SHARE                Noe Cárdenas & Victor Sánchez 
 

OFFERTORY   

Secure online giving via GivePlusOnline at bit.ly/friendschurchonlinegiving 
GivePlus Text to 833-421-0009 

 Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 
 

 

 

 

 



DOXOLOGY                              Hymn Tune No. 27 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                            Dan De Leon 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE              Dan De Leon 
 
REAFFIRMATION OF THE OPEN & AFFIRMING (ONA) STATEMENT (unison)   

We, as a diverse body of believers seeking to live in the light and image of God in Christ affirm: 
that every person has worth as a special and unique creation made in God's image; 
that in the Spirit of love and openness we welcome into this community of faith persons of every 
sexual orientation, race, nationality, ability, age and gender to participate in all aspects of our 
church's life and ministry; 
that as agents of reconciliation and wholeness we will continue our efforts toward inclusiveness, 
embrace all who are disenfranchised from the religious community, and stand against all forms of 
discrimination; 
that in light of the Gospel we will empower ourselves, our children, and one another to be fully 
present in the world, living in Christ's image. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                       Trent Williams  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN — Impartial, Compassionate God of All Lives  

 
 
BENEDICTION                Dan De Leon 
 
POSTLUDE  



 

Hymns reprinted with permission — OneLicense #A–730489, CCLI #20046014 
Instrumental Music: 
Prelude:  Over the Rainbow - Harold Arlen 
Offertory:  "Andante" from the "First Symphony" - Ludwig van Beethoven, arranged by Louis Köhler 
Postlude:  Themes from the 1812 Overture - Pytor Ilyich Tchaikovsky, arranged by Alexander Shealy 
 
Scriptures for Sunday, July 5, 2020:  Psalm 145:8-14; Mark 3:20-30 
 

 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FRIDAYS 2:30PM: Friends Church and our neighbor church Peace Lutheran are working 
together to distribute food from the Brazos Valley Food Bank every Friday this summer. Want to help out? 
Share an hour or more of your time between 2:30 and 7:00. Let Anne Wehrly awehrly@suddenlink.net know 
when you would like to volunteer. Come to the Peace Lutheran parking lot where the distribution is 
happening. Wear your mask and prepare to meet some great people! Hope to see you there. 
PLEASE NOTE: food distribution this week is moved to Thursday, July 2nd. 
 
YOUTH GROUP ON SUNDAYS, 2PM: A global pandemic can’t keep our youth group from staying socially 
engaged. All youth, grades 6-12, are invited to meet on Sundays at 2pm via Zoom with each other and our 
adult volunteers. Contact Pastor Dan for the link: pastor@friends-ucc.org. 
 
ONLINE GATHERING INFORMATION: We will be offering Noonday Check-In & Prayer Times on Monday and 
Friday, and on Wednesday evening, we will offer a Prayer & Communion Service at 6:30pm. And, as always, 
the Sunday morning service can be accessed on Facebook live (Friends Congregational Church – UCC) or 
through the website’s streaming service: http://friendscongregationalchurchucc-
preview.cloversites.com/watch. Mark your calendar, we’ll see you online.  
 
TUTORIAL FOR USING ZOOM: For the last couple of weeks we’ve been gathering online for noonday check-in 
and prayer times and for midweek evening services via zoom. Zoom is new for many of us, and we might be 
having a difficult time getting started using it. Here is a helpful YouTube tutorial to walk you through using 
Zoom: https://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E. Please share this tutorial with anyone having difficulty joining us for our 
online gatherings. 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY ONLINE (ChMS): Need a Friends Church online directory? Download the free Church 
Office Online app and contact the Church office for the domain name and password. It’s an easy way to have 
quick access to the names and contact info for Friends Church people, as well as birthdays and anniversaries! 
Don’t see your info in the online directory? Give us your updated information: office@friends-ucc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REDIRECTING STIMULUS CHECKS: The CARES Act provides most individuals earning less than $75,000 
with a one-time cash payment of $1,200, with married couples each receiving a check in that amount, 
and families with children receiving $500 per child. These stimulus checks reveal systemic inequity and 
present the Church with a justice issue where we might help the most vulnerable among us. 
Therefore, consider giving a portion or all of your stimulus check to Friends Church. Ninety percent of 
all contributions will be dispersed equally to two non-profits in our community, and to a local effort 
assisting our neighbors who are struggling with homelessness. Following the model of a traditional 
tithe, ten percent will go to the general operating budget of Friends Church. One of the non-profits is 
Scotty’s House. Scotty’s House helps children suffering domestic abuse with in-person counseling 
services and forensic reports. The other non-profit is the Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network (BIIN). 
BIIN helps undocumented immigrants in the Brazos Valley who—despite many being essential workers 
and all being essential community members—are ineligible to receive assistance from the CARES Act. 
The local effort assisting some of our friends from Pilgrims in the Park (a ministry to and with our 
housing-insecure neighbors) pools monetary contributions to provide those in need with motel 
lodging and groceries. 
 
FRIENDS CHURCH CARES FUND (FCCF): Friends Church recently received a donation of $10,000 for the 
purpose of helping those suffering financial hardships resulting from COVID-19 measures. Friends 
Church members needing financial assistance are encouraged to request one-time assistance for up to 
$1,500 from the FCCF. The FCCF request form can be found on the church’s website (www.friends-
ucc.org) or by contacting Church Council Vice Moderator Cathy Hansen at vice-moderator@friends-
ucc.org. Requests are kept in discretion between the requester and the Vice Moderator, Treasurer, 
and Senior Pastor. 
 
FRIENDS CHURCH CRISIS FUND: While the FCCF is set aside exclusively to assist with COVID-19-related 
hardships, the Crisis Fund, established several years ago, is designated to help Friends Church 
members in financial need for any reason. Should the FCCF run out, our congregation has this fund to 
further help one another. To contribute to the Crisis Fund, contact Treasurer Theresa Walker at 
treasurer@friends-ucc.org. To request Crisis Fund assistance, contact the pastors at pastor@friends-
ucc.org or pastortrent@friends-ucc.org. Requests remain confidential between the requester and 
members of Church Council. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT: Some members of our congregation own a small business. During these times, we 
want to “Be the church,” and find out how we can provide support to these business owners. If you are a 
Small Business Owner, please email the office and provide a brief description of your business and let us know 
how we can support your business (buy gift cards, spread the word to our neighborhoods, etc.). The email 
address is: office@friends-ucc.org.  
 
STAY CONNECTED WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FRIENDS!: Subscribe to This Week at Friends published 
every Friday to your email address, and the E-Connection Newsletter published monthly to your email 
address. You can sign up on our website: www.friends-ucc.org or email the church office: office@friends-
ucc.org. Please add e-connection@friends-ucc.org and office@friends-ucc.org to you email address book to 
ensure delivery.  
 
UPDATE CONTACT INFORMATION: If you are not currently receiving Church email correspondence, and would 
like to, please send a message to the Church office with your name and email address: office@friends-ucc.org, 
and add e-connection@friends-ucc.org and office@friends-ucc.org to you email address book to ensure 
delivery. 



 

FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
Our Vision: 

Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.  
Our Mission: 

United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Online at 11:00am  

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Senior Pastor 

pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams, Associate Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Kathy Robbins, Pianist 
pianist@friends-ucc.org 

Kate Rabe, Administrative Assistant 
office@friends-ucc.org 

 
2200 Southwood Drive                                       Office Hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                                          office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                        www.friends-ucc.org 


