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Friends Congregational Church, United Church of Christ – Church Council Minutes 

May 18, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m. 

(Meeting was held on zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions) 

 
Attendees: 

x Dan De Leon x Angela Calise x Anne Wehrly  x Jackie Womack 

x Jill Fouch x Sally Manthei x Kelly Wellman  x Kevin Graham 

x Cathy Hansen x Theresa Walker x Trent Williams  x Chuck Rhea 

1. Zoom meeting was called to order by Kelly at 6:32. Opening Story/Invocation was shared by 
Theresa Walker 

2. Jackie moved and Angela seconded that minutes from April 20 be accepted as submitted.  
Motion carried.                              

3. Kevin Graham , Fellowship Chair, addressed the council regarding the need for our church to 
consider how we can host social events such as Easter, BBQ, and Thanksgiving so that all 
members of the church can feel included. (See attached Issue & Capacity Issues). This was a 
follow-up to the recommendation from Fellowship that Friends consider renting a tent and 
chairs for Easter.  Option to purchase a tent was also presented. 

4. Chuck Rhea, Property Chair, addressed the council about the plans and bid to install automatic 
doors leading to the church office as well as the front entrance to the church (see attached 
proposal).   It was determined to gather further information about the doors and to address 
this decision at next meeting. Chuck noted that new keys will have to be distributed if new 
doors are installed. 

5. Theresa Walker presented the Treasurer’s Report (see page 3). Anne moved and Sally 
seconded that $9000 be paid to Bart White for completion of the construction project on 
the front of the church. Motion carried.       

6. Old Business  
a. Trent reported that the Endowment Giving Ad Hoc Group is on hold at the current 

time. 
b. Kelly reported that the Church Communications Ad Hoc Team has been meeting. Their 

primary work at this time is revamping the church web page.  
c. Kelly and Cathy reviewed proposed changes to the Friends Constitution and Bylaws. 

(See attached proposed changes). Anne moved and Theresa seconded the motion 
that the proposed revisions to the Friends Constitution and Bylaws be approved.  
Motion carried. 

7. New Business  
a. Council discussed at length the issue of opening COVID-19.   Discussion will be 

continued at specially called meeting. 
b. Jackie presented the slate of “even year” Nominees from the Nominating Committee.  

Three positions are still being confirmed.   
c. Sally, Trustees Chair, asked that council consider terminating church rentals for the 

remainder of 2020.  There are 3 groups that meet at Friends on an ongoing basis with 
an AA group meeting weekly.  There are also rentals for various events such as recitals 
and weddings.  Anne moved and Cathy seconded the motion that there be no church 
rentals for the remainder of 2020. Motion carried.  
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d. Anne and Andrew McNeely presented a Justice and Mission (J&M) Proposal for Friends 
to Partner with Peace Lutheran for Food Distribution.  (See attached proposal).  This 
would involve the use of the Friends parking lot on Fridays from June-August to 
distribute food.  Cathy moved and Jackie seconded the motion that the proposal 
from J&M committee be approved. Motion carried. 

e. Sally moved and Anne seconded the motion that Brooke Dooley and Jackie Womack 
serve as Lay Delegates to the South Central Conference Annual Meeting.  Motion 
carried. 

f. Kelly discussed the Congregational Zoom Meeting logistics.  Anne suggested that 
having some zoom meetings before the congregational meeting might be helpful to 
assist people in getting questions answered about the constitution and bylaw 
revisions.  Kelly will coordinate set up of informational meetings with Cathy.   

 
8. Dan presented the Pastor’s Report.  (see attached report).  The youth group is meeting via 

zoom.  Dan recommended that a church member be considered for assistance through the 
CARES fund.  Anne moved and Cathy seconded the motion that $500 be authorized for  a 
church member.  Motion carried. 

9. Trent presented the Associate Pastor’s Report (see attached report) Trent has led an on-line 
Inquiry class.  He has been working on the Friends web page. 

10. Jackie gave a report from the Congregational Representatives.  She expressed concern 
regarding a church member.  Jackie moved and Jill seconded the motion that funds be authorized 
to assist the church member with six sessions of mental health counseling. Motion carried. 

11. Sally, Deputy Moderator for Trustees, gave her report. (see attached report).  There will be 
enhanced cleaning at the church due to Covid 19. Siding project with Bart White has been 
completed. 

12. Angela, Deputy Moderator for Programs, submitted report. (see attached) 
13. Pending Future Items: 

a. Online storage drive for sharing church documents—no action taken 
In light of the hour,  and a 3 plus hour meeting, it was determined to re-convene in the near future to 
take up two agenda items.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A zoom meeting was convened May 25 at 6:00pm.  A quorum was established.  After further 
discussion, Sally made and Cathy seconded the motion that physically gathering in the sanctuary for 
in-person worship services on Sundays remain suspended until a vaccine for COVID-19 is readily 
accessible or until something to that effect enables us to be “a community of radical inclusion and 
extravagant welcome for all” while taking every step to assure everyone’s safety.  Motion carried. 
 
Kelly suggested that the expenditure for the automatic doors be brought before the Finance 
committee for input.  Church council can make final decision based on input from that committee.  
Council members were in agreement. 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:40. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anne Wehrly,  
Council Secretary 



 

3 | P a g e  
 

 


