
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
February 9, 2020 

9:00am & 11:00am 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few things you might be wondering… 

How do I participate? 
Everything you need is included either in this worship guide or in the black hymnal 
underneath the chair in front of you. The words in bold are yours to speak out loud. 
Parts marked with a double asterisk (**) are an invitation to rise in body or in spirit, 
if you are comfortable doing so.  

Do I have to identify as a Christian to participate? 
No, this service welcomes anyone to participate fully. While most of us identify as 
Christian, we welcome people of all faith journeys into this community.  

Where are the restrooms? 
There is a gender-neutral restroom located through the piano side double doors 
immediately to the right, and gender assigned restrooms straight down at the end of 
the hall. 

What about children? 
We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Children of 
all ages are welcome in worship, or you may choose childcare if you so desire, 
offered for ages 1-5 in the nursery down the hall through the piano side double 
doors. In addition, there is a Family Room for parents of babies and young children to 
decompress during worship service, while still having access to watch/listen to the 
service on Facebook Live. This space is located in Classroom #4 (2nd classroom in the 
wing where the restrooms are located). 

WELCOME 

We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 
Make yourself at home—enjoy some coffee, tea, or hot chocolate in the narthex 
(foyer), and feel free to bring them into the sanctuary.  

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United 
Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our 
church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.  

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

**Indicates to rise in body or in spirit 

Psalm for Meditation: Psalm 112:1-9 (“Psalms for Praying,” Nan C. Merrill)  

Praises be to You, O Gracious One! Blessed are those who reverence the Holy One, who 
delight in Love Consciousness! For they dwell with the Beloved, and their children will learn of 
peace and justice. Abundance and wholeness will be their heritage, and truth will be their 
banner. 
Light penetrates the darkness for those who face their fears; Love stands by them with mercy 
and forgiveness. 

It goes well for those who are loving and kind, who live their days with justice and integrity. 
They become co-creators with the Divine One; they bless the world with their presence. In 
times of trouble, they know not fear; their hearts are firm, trusting in your Loving Companion 
Presence. Yes, their hearts are steady, they are not afraid, even their enemies are blessed by 
their love. They are generous and give freely; the needy are offered shelter and food; justice 
and mercy make their home there; and their righteousness endures forever.  

 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 
PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
CHORAL INTROIT — “O Worship the Lord” 
 
**CALL TO WORSHIP                Janet Richards (9:00) 
                         Maggie Gartner (11:00) 

One:  Let the Mystery of God draw us in: 
Many: Beautiful, Just, Merciful! 
One: Let the Wisdom of God surprise us: 
Many: Vulnerable, Powerful, Searching! 
One: Let the Glory of God shine through our work: 
Many: Salty, Bright and Good! 
One: In the Mystery, the Wisdom, the Glory of God: 
Many: Let us worship! 

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Epiphany means “manifestation” or “appearance,” and this season focuses on 
Jesus as the Light of the world.  

 
 

 



**OPENING HYMN No. 519 — “Standing in the Need of Prayer” 
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**PRAYER OF INVOCATION               Janet Richards (9:00) 
                         Maggie Gartner (11:00) 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME              Melissa Manion & Ed White (9:00) 
        Ronnie Holz & Wayne Hamman (11:00) 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (11:00)              Dan De Leon 

Children are invited to come forward during the singing of 
“This Little Light of Mine” 

Hymn No. 524, verse 1 
 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, (oh let it shine!) 
 
 
**PASSING OF THE PEACE             Trent Williams 
 One:  The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you! 
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**SONG OF PRAISE — “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 



HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING — Isaiah 58:1-9a (NRSV)          Janet Richards (9:00) 
             Maggie Gartner (11:00) 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek 
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why do we fast, but you do 
not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel 
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not 
make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 
oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share 
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your 
light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and God will say, 
Here I am. 
 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM — “When Morning Gilds the Skies”    
Hymn Tune by Joseph Born, arr. by Ken Berg  

Wolfgang Verdegaal, violin 
 
GOSPEL READING — Matthew 5:13-20 (Common English Bible)          Dan De Leon 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty 
again? It’s good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s 
feet. You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a 
lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the house.  In the same way, let your light 
shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father 
who is in heaven. 



“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the 
Prophets. I haven’t come to do away with them but to fulfill them. I say to you very 
seriously that as long as heaven and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even 
the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until everything there 
becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the kingdom of 
heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to keep them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  I say to you that unless your righteousness 
is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 

Many: God is still speaking. Thanks be to God.  

 
THE MESSAGE                      Dan De Leon 
             
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATION TO SHARE            Janet Richards (9:00) 
             Maggie Gartner (11:00) 
 
 
OFFERTORY 

Forgot cash or check? 
Secure online giving via GivePlusOnline at bit.ly/friendschurchonlinegiving 

GivePlus Text to 833-421-0009 
 Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 

 

**DOXOLOGY         Hymn Tune No. 27 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



**PRAYER OF DEDICATION               Trent Williams 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                        Trent Williams 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
At times we pray alternate versions of the Lord’s Prayer. Today, we share an 
adaptation written by Parker Palmer. 

 Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, we pray that your good will be 
done, let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days— 
Come swiftly, Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

 
**CLOSING HYMN No. 181 — “You Are Salt for the Earth, O People” 
 
**BENEDICTION                                                              Dan De Leon 
 
**CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE — “Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called)” 



POSTLUDE 

Hymns reprinted with permission — OneLicense #A–730489 

Instrumental Music: 
9:00 – 
Prelude:  Morning Has Broken –Traditional Gaelic melody, arr. by Lani Smith 
Offertory:  Reflection – Mark Hayes 
Postlude:  For the Beauty of the Earth (in the setting of J. S. Bach’s “Musette” 

from “English Suite No. 3”) – Conrad Kocher, arr. by Marilyn Reimer 
 
11:00 – 
Prelude:  “Near the Cross – William H. Doane, arr. by Carol Tornquist 
Offertory: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light – arr. by John A. Behnke 

(Handbell Choir) 
Postlude: I’ve Got Peace Like a River – traditional American spiritual, arr. by 

Mark Hayes  
 
Next Week’s Scriptures: Psalm 119:1-8; I Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
 

 
Stay connected with what’s happening at Friends!  
This Week at Friends, published every Friday to your email address, and the e-
Connection, published monthly. You can sign up on our website: www.friends-
ucc.org, or email the church office: office@friends-ucc.org.  
 
Sunday School Classes for All Ages at 10:00am: 
For Children and Youth –  
Grades K-4, Godly Play; meeting in Classroom #2 (behind kitchen, north hall) 
Grades 5-8, Seasons of the Spirit; meeting in Classroom #3 (south wing) 
Grades 9-12, Seasons of the Spirit; meeting in Classroom #4 (south wing) 

For Adults –  
Morning Manna: A weekly Bible study on various topics, meeting in classroom #1 
(end of north hall) 
Social Justice: A weekly discussion of topics related to justice issues, meeting in the 
music library. 
 



 
 

YOUTH GROUP will NOT meet tonight. Instead we are traveling to Austin to learn 
about homelessness in our neighborhood. 
 

PILGRIMS IN THE PARK will gather this afternoon at 1:30 at Neal Park in Bryan to 
share a potluck meal with our homeless neighbors. See Linda Coats for more 
information.  
 

MIDWEEK SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT will take a break until Lent. Join us for Ash 
Wednesday on February 26. 
 

 
 
 

HOSPITALITY TRIP TO ASYLUM SEEKERS: LAST CHANCE to join a group sponsored by 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in College Station to those living in the tent city in 
Matamoros, next week, February 17-19. For more information, see the newsletter or 
contact Cecelia Hawkins, cecelia_hawkins@hotmail.com.  
 
ASH WEDNESDAY is February 26. Services with the imposition of ashes will be 
offered at 7:00am and 6:30pm, with a soup supper before the evening service 
beginning at 6:00pm. 
 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY is coming up on March 22. If you are interested in becoming 
a member of Friends Church, contact Senior Pastor Dan De Leon (pastor@friends-
ucc.org), Associate Pastor Trent Williams (pastortrent@friends-ucc.org), or 
Moderator Kelly Wellman (moderator@friends-ucc.org).  
 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN: We are putting together a small team to work on 
the development of an Emergency Operations Plan. This plan would provide a 
framework of “what to do in the event of an emergency.” This would be a short term 
team project to put the framework together and then we would also look for 
volunteers who are regular attendees that could provide leadership in the event of 
an actual emergency (help direct evacuations in the event of a fire, call for medical 
help, etc).  If you have any past experience or interest in any of these areas, please 
contact Susan Fontaine (svfontaine@gmail.com) to volunteer to help. 

Getting Connected at Friends: This Week 

Getting Connected at Friends: Looking Ahead 



FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Vision: 
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and 

extravagant welcome.  

Our Mission: 
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00am & 11:00am  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:00am 

WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
6:30pm – Double Classroom 

 
 

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Senior Pastor 
pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams, Associate Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Kathy Robbins, Pianist 

pianist@friends-ucc.org 
 

 
 

2200 Southwood Drive                                    Office Hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                                                     office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                                                                                   www.friends-ucc.org 
 


