
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

October 17, 2021 
9:00am & 11:00am 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME 
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the 
United Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of 

our church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, 
and abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here. 

FRIENDS
CONGR EGAT IONA L
C H U R C H



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud                  **You are invited to stand 

Quote for Meditation:  
“Our humanity comes to its fullest bloom in giving. We become beautiful people when we give 
whatever we can give: a smile, a handshake, a kiss, an embrace, a word of love, a present, a 
part of our life...all of our life.” –Henri Nouwen 
 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY       
 
WORDS OF WELCOME               Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 
PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
**CALL TO WORSHIP                   Larry Napper (9:00) 
                                                          Diane Simpson (11:00) 
 One: All that we are is a gift from God.  
 All: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 
 One: All that we have is a gift from God; 
 All: The world, and those who live in it. 
 One: There are no words to describe the wonders of God’s creation.  
 All: For God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. 
 One: Rejoice as we join together in praise for God’s great gifts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty First Sunday After Pentecost 
The Season after Pentecost, also called Kingdomtide, Dominiontide, or Ordinary Time, begins 
the day after Pentecost and ends the day before the First Sunday of Advent. Regardless of the 
name given to this season, its basic color is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. In most 
churches, the general theme of the Bible readings and sermons concerns Jesus’ ministry the 
church’s mission in the world. 

disabilities. 
 

. 

 



**OPENING HYMN — For Everyone Born (v. 1) 

 



**PRAYER OF INVOCATION                Larry Napper (9:00) 
                                                        Diane Simpson (11:00) 
  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 

Children in the sanctuary are invited to come forward with their masks on and sit at the front 
on dots for distancing, and our children watching with us online are invited to get closer to 

their screens at home for the children’s message. All are invited to sing a verse of “This Little 
Light of Mine” to begin the 

children’s message. 

This little light of mine…I’m gonna let it shine! 
This little light of mine…I’m gonna let it shine! 
This little light of mine…I’m gonna let it shine! 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 
**PASSING OF THE PEACE               Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 

 One: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you! 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM — Down in the River to Pray - David L. Mennicke 
 
SCRIPTURE READING – James 1:17-27 (NRSV)              Rev. Trent Williams 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his 
own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. 
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all 
sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls. 
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But 
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 
forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 
religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 
for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 



 One: The word of God for the people of God. 
 All: God is still speaking. Thanks be to God! 
 
THE MESSAGE                    Rev. Trent Williams 
 
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 
STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONY & INVITATION TO SHARE                         Larry Napper 
 
OFFERTORY 

Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends 
GivePlus Text to 833-421-0009 

Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 
 
**DOXOLOGY 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
**PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                   Rev.  Dr. Dan De Leon 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION               Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Brooke Dooley 
 
**THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                Brooke Dooley 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
COMMUNITY LIFE THIS WEEK                   Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Rev. Trent Williams 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN — I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light - Tune: Houston 

 

 



BENEDICTION                  Rev. Trent Williams 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

Hymns reprinted with permission — OneLicense #A–730489, CCLI #20046014 
Instrumental Music:  
Prelude:  Jesus Loves Even Me (I Am So Glad) - Philip P. Bliss, arranged by Phillip Keveren  
Offertory:  Prelude - Alexander Scriabin  
Postlude:  Jubilate - Terry Osman 
Scriptures for next Sunday, October 24, 2021: James 4:11-17; Mark 12:28-34 
 

FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome cards 
are located in the chair backs to fill out and bring to the baptismal font during today’s 
offertory. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at 
https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us 
know if there is anything we can do for you. 
CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Children 
of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 1-5 in the 
nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have Covid Protocols 
in place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door. 
 
TODAY! Following 11am Worship, CELEBRATE PASTOR TRENT! 
You’re invited to a party to celebrate Trent’s five years at Friends! Officially, October 15th 
marked the day; however, we’ll be celebrating after church today Sunday, October 17th with 
cookies, punch, and great company. Please stop by the narthex to sign a card for him and join 
us following worship as we give him the cards and celebrate Trent! See you then! 
 
MORNING MANNA RESUMES!: If you’ve been missing bible study, we’re returning to Sunday 
mornings with our Morning Manna friends. Meet us at 10:00am in the far classroom behind 
the kitchen, and we’ll explore options for our study this fall.  
 
FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: Many of you will have received or should soon receive your 
stewardship mailing, which includes a letter, narrative budget, and pledge card for 2022. You 
can also access those documents and on online pledge card on our website here: 
www.friends-ucc.org/stewardship.  
 
GROUP THERAPY, Monday Nights TIME CHANGE!: Dr. Gartner’s group will now meet 6:00pm-
7:30pm Monday nights. Questions, contact Dr. Gartner: 979-777-3090; 
maggiegartner68@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 



DR. MATT HOFFMAN, “The 87th Texas Legislative Session and its Impact on Healthcare for 
Transgender Residents,” 11am Tuesday, October 19th The University Libraries’ Diversity 
Advancement Committee and TAMU Transcend invite you to join us for a lecture with our own 
Dr. Matt Hoffman concerning the proposed bills and events of this year’s 87th legislative 
session that made national headlines. This talk will highlight the current state of access and 
affordability of healthcare in Texas. In addition, it will explore the impacts of the legislative 
session on access and provision of healthcare for transgender residents. This virtual talk is 
free and open to the public. Please register, and a Zoom link will be sent to you 3 hours 
before the event (registration closes 3 hours before the event). Our commitment to being an 
Open & Affirming congregation compels us to learn about the lived experience of our 
transgender neighbors so that we might offer more extravagant hospitality in witness to God’s 
goodness and love for all people, regardless of their gender identity. Register here, and find 
more information here. 
 
BOOK CLUB: Our next book club will meet on Zoom on Thursday, October 28th at 6:30pm. We 
will be discussing the book "When One Religion Isn't Enough: The Lives of Spiritually Fluid 
People" by Duane Bidwell. All are welcome, and contact Pastor Trent with any questions. 
 
BIIN LIGHT OF LIBERTY BREAKFAST: Start your day right, join friends and fellow supporters of 
BIIN at our annual Light of Liberty Gala with a twist — the early morning edition! Sunshine and 
fresh air - breakfast tacos and hot drinks. Hear highlights of the past year, stories from people 
impacted by BIIN’s programs and our goals for the year to come. Thursday, October 28, 2021, 
7:30am-8:30am, The American Pavilion in Veterans’ Park, 3101 Harvey Road, College Station. 
As always, all are welcome! Thanks to the generosity of Davis and Davis Lawyers (sponsors of 
this event), there is no charge to attend. However, we would love to know how many people 
to expect so we have enough tacos and beverages. 
Please RSVP:   bit.ly/LightOfLiberty or email info@brazosimmigration.com. 
 
BIG GAY 5K & BBQ: Pride Community Center is thrilled to announce the upcoming annual Big 
Gay 5K and BBQ being held on Saturday, October 30th, 2021 at Lake Walk in Bryan. The 5K 
run/walk will start at 10am and events following will include a health resource fair, drag queen 
story time, music, games, performances, and last but certainly not least, great food! Join us for 
a day filled with fun and family activities suitable for all ages on October 30th, 10am until 
4pm.For more information on these programs and more visit pridecc.org. For inquiries email 
info@pridecc.org or call 979.217.1324 
 
 
 
 
 



ALL SAINTS DAY: Let us honor the Saints who have gone on before us. Friends Congregational 
Church celebrates All Saints Day by recognizing our deceased loved ones. Please fill out this 
form (https://friendsucc.churchofficechms.com/external/form/d20ea461-6e1f-4041-b0fd-
6c46b81c4692) and either leave it in the offering plate or on the church office desk to be sure 
that your Saint is included on All Saints Sunday. The names of those who have passed in the 
last year will be read aloud during the 9:00 & 11:00 services, and all names will be listed in the 
worship bulletins. Thank you.  
 
CROP HUNGER WALK, Sunday, November 7th: On Sunday, November 7th, the youth group 
leads Friends Church’s participation in the 2021 B-CS CROP Hunger Walk. The 3-mile walk at 
Veterans Park fights hunger globally through Church World Service relief and development 
programs, and locally through the Brazos Church Pantry. Support our walkers by writing a 
check to Friends Church with “CROP Walk” in the memo line; placing a cash donation in the 
GIVE envelope, checking the “other” box, and writing “CROP Walk” in the blank; or by 
donating online to our team page: https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/friends-
congregational-church. You can also register to walk and join our team at that link. 
 
INQUIRY CLASS: New to Friends Church, or just interested in learning more about our 
community? Join us following the 11:00 worship service on November 7th for a session on the 
history, mission, and ways to be involved with Friends Church. We will offer this session as a 
hybrid experience: you can join us in person in the double classroom, or online on Zoom. 
Lunch and childcare will be provided for those attending in person. Sign ups can be found 
here: (bit.ly/friendsinquiry). Contact Pastor Trent with any questions: pastortrent@friends-
ucc.org.  
 
JOIN THE HANDBELL CHOIR: If you are interested in being part of this fun and group, please 
see Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries, or email him at choffman.81@gmail.com with 
any questions. Rehearsals are Monday nights at 7:30pm, and the bells ring the second 
Sunday of each month, as well as for Christmas Eve.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OUR STORIES: VIDEO TESTIMONIALS NEEDED FOR WORSHIP SERVICES: Remember 
the nine months when we were worshiping online only? For every one of those pre-recorded 
services, different people offered brief testimonials about what Friends Church means to 
them. We hope to rekindle that good thing from the pandemic by inserting video testimonials 
from different households in our Sunday services. This does not involve getting up in front of 
the congregation to speak. It is an on-camera pre-recorded testimonial that you can do on 
your own from home or at Friends Church with help from Worship Committee volunteers. 
These video shorts will be dropped into Sunday services both on the screens in the sanctuary 
and in the livestream of the online service. To volunteer, contact us at worship@friends-
ucc.org. We will then get you all the details you need to do your recording from home, or to 
schedule a quick recording time with us at the church. Thanks for sharing your story with our 
church family at Friends. 
 
SOUL FRIENDS SMALL GROUPS: It’s time for a new semester of small groups, and you can sign 
up here (https://bit.ly/soulfriendsgroups) to indicate your interest. Whether you’re new to 
small groups, or have been participating in one and wish to continue, please take a moment to 
indicate your interest. We’ll contact you with more details if you’re new to a group. For any 
questions, contact Pastor Trent at pastortrent@friends-ucc.org. 
 
MONDAY-FRIDAY NOONDAY CHECK-IN & PRAYER TIME: Join your Friends Church family on 
Mondays and Fridays each week for a midday online gathering. The Noonday Check-in & 
Prayer Times give us a chance to engage with one another on Zoom, checking in, sharing our 
prayers, and deepening our relationships. The Noonday Check-in & Prayer Time Zoom access is 
the same for both Mondays and Fridays. The following info is how to access it: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82131848334?pwd=czlRWCttOWtnUjFhL3JNNkl1OUdVQT09 
(Meeting ID: 821 3184 8334, Passcode: 705028). 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS WITH FRIENDS IN OCTOBER: You are invited to join us at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday nights either in person in the double classroom at the church, or online via Zoom. 
For October, we are turning our attention to unaddressed pain (disappointment, frustration, 
loss, sadness) brought on by 18+ months of a pandemic by engaging in guided meditations, 
writing our own psalms of lament, group discussions, and more. In a hospitable hybrid space 
of in-person and online attendees, we will also share our own prayers of joy and concern, 
observe communion, and deepen our relationships in the beloved community. Zoom access is 
here: Meeting ID: 830 2065 4027, Passcode: AllFriends. All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARE FOOD WITH OUR COMMUNITY ON FRIDAYS, 3 pm: Friends Church and our neighbor 
church Peace Lutheran are working together to feed hungry folks from our community every 
Friday. Volunteer to lend a helping hand by sharing an hour or more of your time between 
3:00 and 6:30 pm and let Anne Wehrly at awehrly@suddenlink.net know when you’re 
available to chip-in your time. Come to the Peace Lutheran parking lot where the distribution 
is happening, wear your mask, and prepare to make a tangible difference in the lives of those 
we are serving. Hope to see you there! 
 
PROVIDE FOOD FOR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS ON SATURDAYS: Each week, we pack a 
selection of groceries and pick up donations at the food pantry at Peace Lutheran Church, then 
deliver them on Saturday. Anyone is welcome and encouraged to go with us to deliver! How 
you can help: Food can be donated/delivered either to Charity Stokes 
(charityk.martin@gmail.com or 832-557-0085) or to Marisa Winking. Please remember that 
our friends have limited fridge and room space to store food (mini-fridge) and only a 
microwave to heat food. 
IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL SERVICES AT FRIENDS CHURCH: As we remain vigilant—loving one 
another and our neighbors by adhering to safety protocols—the worship services at Friends 
Church will be offered in two formats from week to week: in-person and livestream. In-person 
services will be offered in the sanctuary at 9am & 11am, and the 11am service also will be 
livestreamed on the Friends Church website, Facebook Live, and YouTube. Masks are 
required for in-person services. 
 
JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday school for grades K-4 meet in the Godly Play 
classroom next to the kitchen, and the Intermediate-Middle and High School classes meet in 
the divided classroom. Grab your mask and join us at 10:00am to catch up with friends and 
have fun! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Vision: 
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.  

Our Mission: 
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00am In-Person – 11:00am In-Person & Online  

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon he/him/his, Senior Pastor 

pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams he/him/his, Associate Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman he/him/his, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Brooke Dooley she/her/they/them, Pastoral Intern 
Kate Rabe she/her/hers, Administrative Assistant 

office@friends-ucc.org 
 

2200 Southwood Drive                                                             Office Hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                                     office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                             www.friends-ucc.org 


