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February 12, 2021 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We’ve heard it over and over again, from first time visitors to members that have been part of our 
congregation for decades: there is no other place like Friends Church. In this place, it’s true: we are no 
longer strangers, but friends—friends of God, friends of one another, and friends of the earth we call 
home. This past fall, our annual stewardship campaign reminded us that we are rooted in love and 
growing into a place of shade, safety, and healing. 
 
On January 17, we met on Zoom for a congregational meeting where we unanimously passed our 
Statement of Faith for 2021, the budget that shapes our common life together. Because of your 
generosity as a community, we were able to pass our dream budget once again, thus equipping us to 
move into this new year with a strong and growing foundation on which to continue the work of living 
faithfully, loving limitlessly, and serving boldly. Thank you for your presence, your talents, and your 
generosity. Because of you, our church is changing lives.  
 
This year, we celebrate that 59 households pledged a total of $330,640. Our budget for 2021 has grown 
by 4.3% over 2020, and we officially ended the year with a net positive income of over $98,000—all this 
during a global pandemic keeping us largely remote for more than 10 months. That net positive income 
allows the work of establishing an endowment fund—put on hold by the pandemic—to move forward, 
helping secure the long-term financial future of Friends Church. This is a testament to your commitment 
to continue being the church despite challenges and uncertainties. 
 
This past year, we’ve been able to do some amazing things: 

• offer weekly worship services, communion and prayer services, youth group meetings, Sunday school 
classes, and bi-monthly small groups virtually 

• provide bi-weekly opportunities to check in and pray with each other 
• deliver spiritual survival kits of prayer booklets, a new quarterly magazine (“The Epistle”), battery-

charged candles, bookmarks, and communion kits to each household in our congregation 
• support a new weekly food distribution ministry to our neighbors in need 
• offer financial assistance to those affected by the pandemic 
• pool our collective resources from stimulus checks to assist local non-profits and our friends 

experiencing homelessness 
• adopt several families needing food and gifts for Christmas 
• welcome new members into the life of our community 

This inexhaustive list, which does not include the behind-the-scenes work that keeps our congregation 
thriving, would not have been possible without your faithful engagement, volunteerism, financial giving, 
and consistent prayer. We have so much to reflect on and be thankful for. That gratitude coupled with a 
successful stewardship campaign makes it possible for us to keep our collective stride in building up 
God’s kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven. 
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It may be true that there is no place like Friends Church, but there is more than enough of God’s 
goodness flowing from this unique community of faith to share with one another, the wider community 
we are called to serve, and the world that God so loves. 
 
 
Gratefully, 
 

 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Senior Pastor 

 
The Rev. Trent Williams, Associate Pastor 

 
 
 
 

 
Carl Fahrenwald, Stewardship Chair 
 


