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WELCOME 
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the 
United Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of 

our church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, 
and abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here. 
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Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud                  **You are invited to stand 

Psalm for Meditation: Psalm 119:41-48, NRSV 
Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, 
    your salvation according to your promise. 
Then I shall have an answer for those who taunt me, 
    for I trust in your word. 
Do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, 
    for my hope is in your ordinances. 
I will keep your law continually, 
    forever and ever. 
I shall walk at liberty, 
    for I have sought your precepts. 
I will also speak of your decrees before kings, 
    and shall not be put to shame; 
I find my delight in your commandments, 
    because I love them. 
I revere your commandments, which I love, 
    and I will meditate on your statutes. 
 

Quote for Meditation:  
"Knowing the heart of Jesus and loving him are the same thing. The knowledge of Jesus' heart 
is a knowledge of the heart. And when we live in the world with that knowledge, we cannot do 
other than bring healing, reconciliation, new life, and hope wherever we go. The desire to be 
relevant and successful will gradually disappear, and our only desire will be to say with our 
whole being to our brothers and sisters of the human race, 'You are loved.'"  
--Henri J. M. Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus 
 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                            Brooke Dooley 
 

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Season after Pentecost, also called Kingdomtide, Dominiontide, or Ordinary Time, 
begins the day after Pentecost and ends the day before the First Sunday of Advent. 
Regardless of the name given to this season, its basic color is green, symbolizing growth in 
Christ. In most churches, the general theme of the Bible readings and sermons concerns 
Jesus’ ministry the church’s mission in the world. 
 

. 

 



**CALL TO WORSHIP                   Kenny Wiley (9:00) 
                                            Tom Vogel (11:00) 

 One:  When we co-create abundance,  
 Many: the Spirit of the Living Christ is among us.  
 One:  When we pull back the curtain on the lie of scarcity,  
 Many: the Spirit of the Living Christ is among us.  
 One:  When we make the shared table of nourishment accessible,  
 Many: the Spirit of the Living Christ is among us.  
 One:  Let us Gather in the Spirit of the Living Christ. 
 

**PRAYER OF INVOCATION                  Kenny Wiley (9:00) 
                                            Tom Vogel (11:00) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS          Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
                     Rev. Trent Williams 

Children, please remain in your seat for safety measures, but pay special attention as a 
message is offered just for you. All are invited to sing a verse of “This Little Light of Mine” to 

prepare for the children’s message. 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (oh let it shine). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



**HYMN OF RESPONSE — God of all learning - Tune: Bunessan (verses 1, 2, and 4) 

 
 



**PASSING OF THE PEACE                  Rev. Trent Williams 

 One:   The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many:  And also with you! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC — Nocturne - John Tyndall         Diane Simpson, clarinet 
 

GOSPEL READING – John 7:10-18, CEB                                  Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 

However, after his brothers left for the festival, he went too—not openly but in secret. 

The Jewish leaders were looking for Jesus at the festival. They kept asking, “Where is he?” The 
crowds were murmuring about him. “He’s a good man,” some said, but others were saying, 
“No, he tricks the people.” No one spoke about him publicly, though, for fear of the Jewish 
authorities. 

Halfway through the festival, Jesus went up to the temple and started to teach. Astonished, 
the Jewish leaders asked, “He’s never been taught! How has he mastered the Law?” 

Jesus responded, “My teaching isn’t mine but comes from the one who sent me. Whoever 
wants to do God’s will can tell whether my teaching is from God or whether I speak on my 
own. Those who speak on their own seek glory for themselves. Those who seek the glory of 
him who sent me are people of truth; there’s no falsehood in them.  

 One: The word of God for the people of God. 
 All: God is still speaking. Thanks be to God! 
 

THE MESSAGE                       "Knowing Jesus"         Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 

INVITATION TO SHARE & JOIN FRIENDS CHURCH                         Kenny Wiley (9:00) 
                                            Tom Vogel (11:00) 
 

OFFERTORY 
Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends 

GivePlus Text to 833-421-0009 
Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 

 
 

 

 



**DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)                            Rev. Trent Williams 

Holy Spirit, bless what we have brought forth to meet the spiritual and physical needs 
of our community. May we have fortitude when we feel weary. May we be surprised 
by moments of connection and delight. When we feel resentment toward others or 
when we feel judgment towards ourselves, may compassion usher us more deeply 
toward each other, where our freedom intertwines. Amen. 

 

THE OBSERVANCE OF HOLY COMMUNION                           Rev. Trent Williams 
                              Brooke Dooley 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                            Rev. Trent Williams 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNITY LIFE THIS WEEK                             Kenny Wiley (9:00) 
                                            Tom Vogel (11:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



**CLOSING HYMN — Just as I Am (verses 1, 2, and 4) 

 
**BENEDICTION              Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

Hymns reprinted with permission — OneLicense #A–730489, CCLI #20046014 
Instrumental Music: 
Prelude:  Morning Has Broken - Traditional Gaelic melody, arranged by Lani Smith 
Offertory:  All Things Bright and Beautiful - 17th Century English Melody, arranged by Phillip Keveren 
Communion:  Gigue - George Frideric Händel  
Postlude:  Joyous Toccata - Lani Smith 
Scriptures for August 21:  Psalm 119:49-56; 1 Kings 3:16-28 
 



FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome cards 
are located in the chair backs to fill out and bring to the baptismal font during today’s 
offertory. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at 
https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us 
know if there is anything we can do for you. 
 
YOUTH GROUP POOL PARTY, 5pm, TONIGHT! To wrap up the summer, all Friends Church 
youth, grades 6 to 12, are invited to a pool party tonight, August 15, 5-7pm, at the Meade 
home: 8810 Sandstone Drive, College Station, 77845. Youth need to bring a swimsuit, towel, 
and sunblock. At the swimming shindig, we will welcome our new 6th graders into the group 
and go over plans for our youth-led worship services coming up on Aug. 29th. Parents are 
invited to bring snacks, refreshments, or desserts, and to hang out poolside for fellowship with 
the adults. 
 
CRITICAL RACE THEORY PRESENTATION, AUG. 21: The Confronting Our Racism Group (CORG), 
whose members include the Unitarian-Universalist Church of the Brazos Valley, Brazos Valley 
African American Museum, and Black Lives Matter B/CS, would like to invite you to a public 
forum on Zoom, “Critical Race Theory: Reality or Myth?” on Saturday, August 21st from 3-5 
p.m. The two speakers are Joe Feagin, Ella C. McFadden Distinguished Professor, TAMU Dept. 
of Sociology, one of the first to write on Critical Race Theory, and Troy D. Harden, Professor of 
Practice, Director, Race and Ethnic Studies Institute, TAMU Dept. of Sociology. There will be 
plenty of time for attendees to ask questions. For more information on this event, go to: 
Critical Race Theory Forum. You must register to attend. Space is limited, RSVP now! 
http://evite.me/nyFQypBdta 
 
PEER SUPPORT GROUP FOR LGBTQ+ YOUTH: Pride Community Center, Inc invites LGBTQ+ 
youth and their allies ages 12 to 17 and grades 7 through 12 to join other youth in a regular 
peer support group moderated by adult facilitators the 4th Tuesday of every month at 7pm. 
Meetings start Tuesday, August 24th at 7pm on Zoom. Registration is required and more 
details can be found at https://www.pridecc.org/youth_support/. You may also call 
979.217.1324 or email queeryouth@pridecc.org for more info. 
 
SUNDAY CLOSING ASSISTANT: We are looking for volunteers to close-up the church after the 
11:00 service on Sunday. Closing up the church takes about 15 minutes and you’ll receive a 
reminder and written instructions ahead of time. If you can do this once or often, please sign-
up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040E4DAAA82DA1F85-sunday. 
 
NEW, NEW LINK! MONDAY-FRIDAY NOONDAY CHECK-IN & PRAYER TIME: Starting tomorrow, 
Monday, August 16th, the Noonday Check-in & Prayer Time Zoom access will be new, and it 
will be the same for both Mondays and Fridays. The following info is how to access it:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82131848334?pwd=czlRWCttOWtnUjFhL3JNNkl1OUdVQT09 
(Meeting ID: 821 3184 8334, Passcode: 705028). 



PRAYER ANGELS NEEDED: Have you ever felt our church’s arms wrapping you in love when 
your particular prayer is on the email prayer chain? For several years, an incredible volunteer 
has typed up all our prayer requests that appear weekly via email to the congregation. Now 
that church member is passing the baton. As a hybrid congregation (meeting in person and 
virtually), we have prayer requests submitted in the sanctuary and online. We are looking for 
volunteers to help collect prayer requests from in-person services and/or from online services. 
These tasks involve: for in-person services, collecting requests written on Pray cards after 9am 
and 11am worship, typing them up, and emailing them to the pastors by Monday morning; 
and/or for online services, taking prayers submitted via the comments on our live feeds and 
emailing them to the pastors by Monday morning. For each task, you would be doing this 
about two times per month. If interested, please email Nurture Committee Chair Cristina 
Ramirez at nurture@friends-ucc.org. 
 
HELP PASTOR DAN FIND MISSING MIDWEEK MESSAGES: During his recent two-month 
sabbatical, Pastor Dan began archiving all of his writings. Among those are the Midweek 
Messages, weekly devotionals that have been emailed to the congregation for over a decade. 
At the start of the Midweek Messages ministry, Pastor Dan would simply type those 
devotionals into emails and send them without saving them. They were posted on the Friends 
Church website, but when the website was updated recently, requiring us to switch servers, 
several of those devotionals were lost. You might be Pastor Dan’s Obi Wan Kenobi, his last 
hope for finding several of those missing devotionals. If were on the church’s email 
distribution list prior to March of 2013, please search your emails for any of those Midweek 
Messages from Friends Church as far back as you can find them. Forward any of them you can 
find prior to March 13, 2013, to Pastor Dan at pastor@friends-ucc.org.  
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY: Join Pastor Trent for a 3 week summer Bible study on Wednesdays in 
August. We will be exploring an often ignored part of the Old Testament, the book of Leviticus. 
Ever wondered about animal sacrifices, dietary laws, or what’s relevant about this ancient 
text? We will gather at noon on Wednesday, August 18th in the double classroom or on Zoom. 
Contact pastortrent@friends-ucc.org for more information. 
 
VISITING LINDA COATS: Our congregation misses and continues to pray for Linda Coats. A few 
months ago, she suffered a severe stroke. Since then, Linda’s family has moved her to a 
rehabilitation facility near them: The Suites at Crimson Heights, 19279 McKay Drive, Room 
701, Humble, TX 77338. The latest from the family is that Linda’s condition remains about the 
same (no movement on her right side, not much improvement). Visitors are encouraged, and 
more than one visitor at a time are welcome, but it is recommended that you let the facility 
know that you are coming: (346) 616-2600. Seeing her church family always lifts Linda’s spirits. 
 
 
 



SHARE FOOD WITH OUR COMMUNITY ON FRIDAYS, 3 pm: Friends Church and our neighbor 
church Peace Lutheran are working together to feed hungry folks from our community every 
Friday. Volunteer to lend a helping hand by sharing an hour or more of your time between 
3:00 and 6:30 pm and let Anne Wehrly at awehrly@suddenlink.net know when you’re 
available to chip-in your time. Come to the Peace Lutheran parking lot where the distribution 
is happening, wear your mask, and prepare to make a tangible difference in the lives of those 
we are serving. Hope to see you there! 
 
PROVIDE FOOD FOR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS ON SATURDAYS: Each week, we pack a 
selection of groceries and pick up donations at the food pantry at Peace Lutheran Church, then 
deliver them on Saturday. Anyone is welcome and encouraged to go with us to deliver! The 
more people who go, the more comfortable our friends will be. How you can help: Food can 
be donated/delivered either to Charity Stokes or to Marisa Winking. Contact Charity at 
charityk.martin@gmail.com or 832-557-0085 for details. Please remember that our friends 
have limited fridge and room space to store food (mini-fridge) and only a microwave to heat 
food. 
 
JOIN SOUL FRIENDS SMALL GROUPS: New small groups have begun, and there is still time to 
join one. Our small groups offer an opportunity for connection, building relationships, and 
deepening your spiritual growth. We currently have four groups available:  

• Women’s Group (for all women-identified persons) 
• Men’s Group (for all men-identified persons) 
• Parent’s Group 
• LGBTQ+ Group 

Contact Pastor Trent (pastortrent@friends-ucc.org) for more information. You can also 
indicate your interest here: bit.ly/soulfriendsgroups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE EPISTLE - SUMMER ISSUE: The summer issue of The Epistle is here! This issue includes 
Pastor Dan's reflections from his sabbatical, Rev. Christine's farewell letter to the 
congregation, photos from the ONA anniversary party, and an exclusive interview with our 
Director of Music Ministries, Chris Hoffman! Check it out at friends-ucc.org/the-epistle or copy 
this link into your web browser: https://4eb33b12-b736-4e09-a466-
ad108dab12e5.filesusr.com/ugd/57421a_0ae2d89c204747ae8fefac18e3264a57.pdf 
 
FRIENDS COVID DECISION METER, YELLOW: With a consistent trajectory of lower positivity 
rates, less hospitalizations, etc. locally, the church’s Decision Meter, which determines our 
safety measures and protocols related to the pandemic, has gone down to yellow, which 
allows for us to regather in the sanctuary and reopen the church office. More information can 
be found on our website at www.friends-ucc.org., or, if you are accessing the online worship 
guide, click here for more information on how yellow and the other color levels affect personal 
safety protocols, drop-in visitors, staff, etc. 
 
IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL SERVICES AT FRIENDS CHURCH: As we remain vigilant—loving one 
another and our neighbors by adhering to safety protocols—the worship services at Friends 
Church will be offered in two formats from week to week: in-person and livestream. In-person 
services will be offered in the sanctuary at 9am & 11am, and the 11am service also will be 
livestreamed on the Friends Church website, Facebook Live, and YouTube. In-person services 
in the sanctuary depend on the Friends Church Decision Meter being on “yellow” or better. 
Masks are required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Vision: 
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.  

Our Mission: 
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00am In-Person – 11:00am In-Person & Online  

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Senior Pastor 

pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams, Associate Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Kate Rabe, Administrative Assistant 
office@friends-ucc.org 

 

2200 Southwood Drive                                                                           Office Hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                        office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                             www.friends-ucc.org 


